
Exodus: New Direction New Life
Seeing the Slavery
Text: Exodus 1
Introduction:

I. A New King Exodus 1:8
A.  The New King of Egypt hates God’s people
1. Historians tell us that at this time a new dynasty arose in Egypt.

a) The upper and lower kingdoms of Egypt were joined under one Pharaoh. 

b) The Pharaoh who had allowed Jacob and his children to enter Egypt were defeated and the kings of lower Egypt not ruled.

2. A new King. The Hyskos invaders controlled Egypt from about 1720 B.C. until 1570. They were driven from the land by Amosis I, the founder of the Eighteenth Dynasty. After the expulsion of the hated foreign kings, the enmity of the Egyptians was turned against all who had been associated with them, particularly the Hebrews, who were related to the Hyksos both by race and by position. (from The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1962 by Moody Press)
3. The Hebrews came under an oppressive authority which hated them because they represented the authority of the old ruler.

B.  The King of This World hates God’s Children

1. In much the same way we can see a parallel between the Hebrews in Egypt and Christians in this world today.

2. A new king reigns in our world and in our nation. A king that hates everything that is a reminder of the authority that preceded his.

3. Once we were a nation that held itself forth as a nation “under God.”

a) Our Declaration of Independence was a declaration of our faith in God.

(1)  W hen in the Course of human events it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

(2) We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. 

b) Our Constitution was a foundation for a nation founded on God.

(1)  At least 50 out of the 55 men who framed the Constitution of the United States were professing Christians. (M.E. Bradford, A Worthy Company, Plymouth Rock Foundation, 1982).

(2)  Benjamin Franklin, at the Constitutional Convention

(a) I have lived, Sir, a long time, and the longer I live, the more convincing proofs I see of this truth: "that God governs in the affairs of man." And if a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without His notice, is it probable that an empire can rise without His aid?

(b) We have been assured, Sir, in the Sacred Writings that except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it. I firmly believe this. I also believe that without His concurring aid, we shall succeed in the political building no better than the builders of Babel; we shall be divided by our little, partial local interests; our projects will be confounded; and we ourselves shall become a reproach and a byword down to future ages. And what is worse, mankind may hereafter from this unfortunate instance, despair of establishing government by human wisdom and leave it to chance, war or conquest.

(c) I therefore beg leave to move that, henceforth, prayers imploring the assistance of Heaven and its blessing on our deliberation be held in this assembly every morning before we proceed to business. 

4. And just as in Egypt a new dynasty has arisen. A dynasty that despises and hates all that the old stood for.

a) Since 1960 our nation has been turned morally upside down.

(1)  Prayer led by the administration or teachers has been removed from school.

(2)  The Ten Commandments has been taken from the halls of schools and the walls of state capitals.

(3)  The Bible has been forbidden to be read or even seen in any city, state or federal government office.

(4)  Crosses have been torn down from parks, government buildings and even city or state seals.

b) Our nation has a new ruler and He hates any rememberance of the God who once held power in the United States.

c) As his people we also are under threat because we are the greatest reminder of the authority of God. 

(1)  Scripture: Ps 33:12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD; and the people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance.  13 The LORD looketh from heaven; he beholdeth all the sons of men.  14 From the place of his habitation he looketh upon all the inhabitants of the earth.  15 He fashioneth their hearts alike; he considereth all their works.  16. There is no king saved by the multitude of an host: a mighty man is not delivered by much strength.  17 An horse is a vain thing for safety: neither shall he deliver any by his great strength.  18 Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon them that fear him, upon them that hope in his mercy;
(2)  The new ruler of America does not want to be reminded of God and so they lash out with venom and fury at Christians.

(a) Rosy O’Donnel  on Tuesday Sep 19, 2006 stated that "radical Christianity is just as threatening as radical Islam in a country like America."
(b) Bill Maher calls Christian conservatives “the party of paranoia,” claims Christianity “has taken over all three branches of government,” and says Christians who seek to influence the political debate are “demagogues, con men and scolds” who “worship power.” 

(c) Actor Ian McKellen, who played a significant role in “The DaVinci Code,” says “The Bible should have a disclaimer in the front that says this is fiction.” 

(d)  CNN founder Ted Turner says “Christianity is a religion for losers,” and the Ten Commandments should be rewritten to remove the prohibition on adultery and include sanctions for sins against the ozone layer. In 2001, when some CNN employees showed up at a meeting with ashes on their foreheads on Ash Wednesday, Turner called them “Jesus freaks” and told them they “ought to be working for Fox (News).”
C.  The new rulers of wish to eradicate the reminders of the old
II. A New Affliction Exodus 1:11
A.  The Hebrews were forced into slavery

1. Pharaoh feared that the Hebrews would unite with an invading army fight against his kingdom.

2. To prevent this he took away their freedom and power and made them slaves.
B.  The New King of Today use different means to the same end
1. They seek to take away our freedom to worship.

a) City after city has passed laws which prohibit churches from starting anywhere in a city except where the city allows. Even going so far as to prohibit Bible studies and prayer meetings in private homes.

b) No church is safe from the now Supreme Court approved “Public Domain” laws which allow cities to seize property belonging to churches or private citizens for resale to business which will raise the tax base of the city.

2. Even more dangerous is the threat to make us slaves.

a) Not slaves in the OT sense or even in the Civil war sense but slaves nevertheless.

b) Slave are individuals who are not free to make their own choice in the most important matters of their life. In that sense the “new rulers” have been very successful in making slaves of Christians.

(1) Romans 12:2 says: 2And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  

(2)  Ephesians 5:11 says: 11And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.  

c)  Yet the world has made many Christians slaves. Slaves to the world’s fashion, slaves to the world styles, slaves to the worlds ideal of popularity, slaves to the world’s idea of love, sex or shallow marriage. Slaves to the world’s philosophy and slave to the world’s hopelessness.  

3. Too many are choosing to be under the whip of the world’s taskmaster who have known the freedom of God’s love.
III.  A New Blessing Exodus 1:12-14

A. In spite of the affliction God’s people prospered.
1. Yet no matter how hard the whips of the Egyptian taskmaster fell God’s people flourished.

2. Do you know why? Simply because God had promised they would

a) Scripture:

3. Suffering, Slavery and sadness cannot overcome God’s love for his own nor his promises to his people.

B. Will we prosper under affliction?

1. I sometimes think that what is needed in this country for Christianity to rise once again to the level of truly being God’s people seeking God’s will through God’s book is that we would truly experience affliction.

2. If we were driven into slavery instead of being lured to it. If we could see the sorrow that awaits the next generation if Christianity is marginalized. If we could just feel the sting of the lash of sin on our communities then we would cry out to God as the Hebrews did and God would respond.

3. Instead I’m afraid that we as a nation are sleeping our way to slavery and are more than willing to exchange freedom in God for slavery of sin not realizing what we had nor what we have lost.

C. Illustration: England and the loss of Chistianity.
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