Steps beyond The Sunrise

#1 Distinctive Steps

Searching for the Church

Mark 3:13; Luke 6:13; Matt. 16:18; Acts 5:26-29; Eph. 1:22, 4:15, 5:23; Col. 1:18
Christ only is the head and founder of the church. The church answers only to him, independent of all other authorities in spiritual matters.



Matt 3:13-17; Mark 1:4; John 3:26, 4:1-2;  
The early church practiced baptism by immersion.



Acts 2:41, 8:36-37, 18:8
Only those who were saved could be members of the church.



Matt 18:15-20; John 20:19-23; Acts 1:21-26, 6:1-6;  
The early church was congregational in it's government.



Matt. 5:17-19; Rom 15:4; 2 Tim. 3:15-17; Heb 4:12
The scriptures only as guide to proper conduct and life for the church.



Matt. 7:7-8; Luke 11:1-4;  Rom 8: 15-17; Eph 2:18; Heb. 4:14-16, 10:19-22;  


The early church believed that all could pray directly to God.

John 3:16; John 5:27, 6:37, 10:27-29; Rom 8:35-39; Phili 1:6
The early church believed in eternal security.



John 13:13-17
The early church practiced foot washing. (?)



1 Cor 11: 2-15
The early church practiced coverings on women (?)

Tracing the Church
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Defining the Church

The word translated church in the New Testament is the Greek word Ekklesia () in the original language.
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Ekklesia or ecclesia is a compound word formed from the words "ek" and "kaleo"  meaning "out of" and "to call" respectively.

In the Greek city states of the past, the word ekklesia was a group of people called out by a town crier or trumpeter to assemble for the purpose of carrying our city business.  


The Founding of the Church.

Jesus did not create a new word, He simply took a word already in common use and made it His own, qualifying it as "His" ekklesia, "His" assembly.  The first use of the work ekklesia in the New Testament is found in Matthew 16:18, however this is not the founding of the church.  The founding of the church took place much earlier in Mark 3:13, Luke 6:13 and Matthew 5:1
Though the word is not used, the action Jesus is taking fits the definition of an ekklesia.

Mark 3:13  And he goeth up into a mountain, and calleth [unto him] whom he would: and they came unto him.  14  And he ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that he might send them forth to preach,

Jesus called and they came, these first twelve were a called out assembly.

Not only can we see the forming of the church in Mark 3:13 and Luke 6:13, but we also have the Lord's word that he would build his church during his ministry in Matthew 16:18

Matthew 16:18  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

Jesus personally would build His church during his earthly ministry according to this verse.  To wait until after His ascension would be to leave the founding of the church to another.

Steps Beyond the Sunrise, #2 Pure Steps

First Corruption of the Ancient Churches (100 –325 AD)

Early Growth and Attraction

The churches, though persecuted, were admired for some by their willingness to die for their beliefs and their simplicity of life.

Many secretly became Christians and met in secret for fear of the Jews and Romans.

Early Corruption of Lifestyle

As more of the world become Christian, more of the Christians become worldly.

The pursuit of gaiety, entertainment and recreation were viewed as improper in the life of "sober" saints.

There was more emphasis on the trappings or symbols of Christianity than on repentance and faith, the truths of Christianity.

Early Corruption of Salvation

A sharp division between those who understood salvation purely of grace and election and those who believe baptism was also necessary. The first divisions occur over Baptismal Regeneration.

This heresy teaches you must be baptized in order to be saved.

Scripture: 

Luke 23:39-43

1 Corinthians 1:17

Titus 3:5
Early Corruption of Baptism

Believers Baptism

Due to the over importance of baptism, It slowly becomes the great absolute of being a Christian.

The Baptismal Regenerationalist believed that since baptism was necessary for salvation then infants who might die must be baptized.

Any who would deny baptism to infants had to be stopped in order to assure the infants salvation.

Scripture: 

Acts 8:36-37

Baptism by Immersion

Due to the need of baptism it became necessary to be able to administer it to any that were sick and might die before receiving the sacrament.

Those too sick to be moved to a place of "much water" were allowed to have water poured upon them.  This was called affusion. 

Later affusion gave way to sprinkling for infants as it was more convenient.

Scripture:

Matthew 3:16

Act 8:36

Early Corruption of Polity

A slow steady erosion of local church authority.

Individual pastors (bishops) assumed rights not granted to them by Scripture.

Some smaller churches sought help and protection from larger churches.

A constant tendency toward centralization, until Rome, the political center, becomes the religious center as well

Scripture:

See 3 John and Diothrephes,

Revelation 2:15

Constantine, the first Christian(?) emperor.

Married the Christian church to the Roman government.   

 Constantine I or Constantine the Great, 288?–337 When his father died at York in 306, his soldiers proclaimed Constantine emperor, but much rivalry for the vacated office ensued. Before the battle at the Milvian Bridge near Rome in 312, Constantine is said to have seen in the sky a flaming cross as the sign by which he would conquer. He adopted the cross and was victorious
The first blood of heretics shed by a Christian ruler was by Maximus in 385 AD.  It was approved by the bishops in Rome.  The real Christian churches strongly would not condone the murder.  

Gregory the Great 590-604 AD.  The first of the proper popes.

He begins the line of  absolute Mediaeval popes.

All churches now must swear allegiance and submit to the head of the Church at Rome.

  Purist Protests

Introduction:

During this time a separation was taking place.  The name Christian would now have to be qualified by the  beliefs of individual pastors and churches.

We look back to this time to find our ancestors but should realize that much is muddled by time and the writings of those in opposition to them.  Some our forefathers would shock us, on the other hand we would appear worldly and compromising to them.  However, we are looking for "threads of gold" woven through the soiled fabric of history which at times is hard to see clearly.  It is not history that we depend upon to know the church, but the word of our founder Jesus Christ.

Monatists (159-722?)

Beliefs: True Baptism, strict separation from world, leadership of Holy Spirit. Rebaptism of those coming into the true faith.

Issues: Separation from state and worldliness of the church at large.

Leaders: Montanaus (156AD) & Tertullian (197 AD)

Novatians or Cathari (the pure) (250 AD - 1500's )

Beliefs:  Independence, equality of pastors, rebaptism,  separation.

Issues: Worldliness of the Roman Church.  

Leaders: Novatian (martyred about 290 AD)

Donatists (311 AD- 1000 AD)

Beliefs: Separation of Church and State, baptism, independence of the church.

Issues:  Faithfulness of Christians and infant baptism.

Leaders:  Donatus bishop of Carthage in North Africa.
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Steps Beyond the Sunrise #3 Hidden Steps

Review 

Baptist Distinctives

1. The Bible as the only rule of faith and practice.

2. A regenerated church membership.

3. Baptism of the saved by immersion.

4. Congregational form of government.

5. Priesthood of the believer.

6. Eternal security of the believer.
Definition of Church

"a local, called-out, visible, assembly of baptized believers covenanted together for the carrying out of the Great Commission."
Biblical Origin of the Word Church

Ekklesia or ecclesia is a compound word formed from the words "ek" and "kaleo"  meaning "out of" and "to call" respectively.   In the Greek city states of the past, the word ekklesia was a group of people called out by a town crier or trumpeter to assemble for the purpose of carrying our city business.

Founding of the Church

Mark 3:13, Luke 6:13 Matthew 5:1

Early Lines of Descent

The Paulicians: 100 AD - 1000 AD

Origin of name: Given by their enemies because of their attachment to the writings of Paul

Beliefs: Orthodox view of Trinity, Baptism of believers by immersion, separation from the world.

Issues:   Opposed infant baptism, orders in the clergy, opposed image worship,

Leaders: Constantine 660 AD renamed himself Silvanus and called churches he founded after congregations in Acts.

The Bogomils: a branch of Paulicians in Thrace

Origin of name: from one of their leaders or word which means "Beloved of God."

Beliefs: Baptism of believers by immersion, symbolic Lord's supper

Issues: Opposition to Pedobaptism, church hierarchy, Maryolotry, saint worship, church independency.

The Albigensians: probably descended from Paulicians

Origin of name: from city of Albi and region of Albigeiois in Southern France.

Beliefs: Church should consist of good people, no power to frame any constitutions, could not take oaths, not lawful to kill, not right to persecute, law of Moses was not for Christians, No need of priests, baptism by immersion.

Issues:  Opposition to infant baptism, superstition and Catholic church  hierarchy. 

The Petrobursians:

Origin of name: named for Peter of Bruys, preacher in France about 1100 AD.

Beliefs: Gospel was literal, Scripture was only accepted truth. Baptism of believers by immersion. Lord's supper was not sacramental.

Issues:  Stood against infant baptism, Universal church

Leaders: Peter of Bruys, burned in St. Gilles 1126.

The Henricians: sprung from Petrobrussians.

Origin of name: Followers of Henry of Lausanne.

Beliefs: Baptism of believers by immersion,

Issues:   Rejected infant baptism, 

Leaders: Henry of Lausanne 1116- 1148 AD a disciple of Peter of Bruys.  Died in prison after being hunted down by Bernard of Clairvaux on orders from Pope Eugene III.

The Arnoldists: 

Origin of name: from Arnold of Brescia

Beliefs: Baptist doctrine

Issues:  rejected infant baptism,  

Leaders: Arnold of Bresicia 1100 AD to 1148 AD.  Taken prisoner, hanged, his body burned and ashes thrown into Tiber.

The Berengarians:

Origin of name: from leader Berengarius

Beliefs: Baptistic

Issues: Spiritual independence and opposition to Rome. No infant baptism.

Leaders: Berengarius.

The Waldensian Churches.

Introduction:

The Waldensians were churches of the mountains of northern Italy and France.  They were descended from the early movements of the Albigensians, Arnoldists and Paulicians.  

Duration:  Last of 10th Century to 18th Century.

Survived in the Alps and Piedmont Mountains for centuries when persecuted as heretics.

Statistics

Origin of name: from the Italian word "Valdese or Waldesi"  which means a valley.  These were people who lived in mountain valleys.

Beliefs: Baptist Beliefs, strong evangelism, spreading of Bible in native language, no taking or oaths.

Peter Waldo was a Roman Catholic for many years after his conversion, sent his daughters to a convent. After the reformation the Waldensians willingly joined the "Reformed" church and began to baptize infants.

Issues:  Obedience to God rather than man, Bible as only rule of faith and practice, importance of preaching.  

Leaders: Peter Waldo, a rich citizen of Lyon, France.  Who upon conversion, believed that all should hear the word of God.  He published the Bible in the native French tongue and sent out itinerant preachers two by two to preach in houses and on street corners.  The were know as the "Poor-men-of- Lyons."

The Origin of the Anabaptist Churches

As we have seen the name Anabaptist was a generic name given in derision to any group which rebaptized those who had improper baptism.  Just before and especially at the Reformation the name became specialized to those groups which were the successors of the Paulician, Albigensian and Waldenses line.  


At the time of the reformation they are seen in almost every country, city and village.  They and their leaders predate the reformation by decades and centuries.

Origin of name: 

Given by enemies in derision of the practice of rebaptizing those who did not have proper baptism.

They held the Baptist distinctives, Claimed apostolic origin, practiced religious freedom, an held the Bible as the only rule of faith and practice, 

They were brought to the forefront by their stand for  religious freedom, opposition to infant baptism, and opposition to "state churches", 

Major lines of Descent

Paulicians: Sheltered in Armenian, then spread to Western Europe.

Albigensians: Sheltered in Southern France and Northern Italy.

Waldenses: Hidden in the valleys of the Alps and Piedmont Valleys.

Anabaptist: At the time of the reformation, a single name given because of their practice rather than their leaders.

 Anabaptist Leaders In Many Lands

Baptists In Switzerland

Conrad Grebel

Elberle Polt

Felix Manz
Persecuted by Zwingli the founder of Presbyterianism in Switzerland

Baptist In Moravia

Hans Denck,  pastored a church with 1000 members

Belthasar Hubmaier

Often baptised in houses using tubs

Baptist in Netherlands

Simon Menno,   a former priest, became a powerful Baptist preacher, people who followed him were called Mennonites.

Befriended by William, Prince of Orange
He withstood Spain and the Spanish Opposition

Wad tolerate of other faiths

Founded the Dutch Republic with religious freedom

Baptist in Poland and Transylvania

Peter Gunesius
Gregory Paulus

Faustus Socinus

They built a seminary in Crocow
Converted the Lord of Crocow, James Sienno
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The Bible as the only rule of faith and practice.








A regenerated church membership.








Baptism of the saved by immersion
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Priesthood of the believer.
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Ekklesia: a gathering of citizens called out from their homes into some  public place, an assembly





The Church then is "a local, called-out, visible, assembly of baptized 





believers covenanted together for the carrying out of the Great Commission.
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