Living and Loving the Church


�AUTONUMOUT�	Defining the Church


�AUTONUMOUT�	The church is a local, called out assembly Mark 3:13


�AUTONUMOUT�	Greek work Ekklesia


�AUTONUMOUT�	used in Greek city-states as a type of city council


�AUTONUMOUT�	A town crier would blown a trumpet telling the Ekklesia to assembly to carry out business.


�AUTONUMOUT�	Christ's Ekklesia


�AUTONUMOUT�	No change in the word, only in who it belonged to.


�AUTONUMOUT�	Jesus' local, called out assembly.


�AUTONUMOUT�	Describing the Church


�AUTONUMOUT�	The church is people  


�AUTONUMOUT�	Acts 2:40-47  41  Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added [unto them] about three thousand souls.  42  And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.  43  And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles.  44  And all that believed were together, and had all things common;  45  And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all [men], as every man had need.  46  And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart,  47  Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.


�AUTONUMOUT�	People, working, giving, sacrifice, fellowship, socializing, eating and sharing together.  That is a church.


�AUTONUMOUT�	The church is a body 


�AUTONUMOUT�	1Corinthians 12:12-27  12 ¶ For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also [is] Christ.  13  For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether [we be] Jews or Gentiles, whether [we be] bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.  14  For the body is not one member, but many.  15  If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body?  16  And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body?  17  If the whole body [were] an eye, where [were] the hearing? If the whole [were] hearing, where [were] the smelling?  18  But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him.  19  And if they were all one member, where [were] the body?  20  But now [are they] many members, yet but one body.  21  And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you.  22  Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary:  23  And those members] of the body, which we think to be less honourable, upon these we bestow more abundant honour; and our uncomely [parts] have more abundant comeliness.  24  For our comely [parts] have no need: but God hath tempered the body together, having given more abundant honour to that [part] which lacked:  25  That there should be no schism in the body; but [that] the members should have the same care one for another.  26  And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it.


�AUTONUMOUT�	One Body with many members.


�AUTONUMOUT�	No other way for the church to function.


�AUTONUMOUT�	All are necessary.


�AUTONUMOUT�	Can't all be preachers. (Now there's a scary thought.)


�AUTONUMOUT�	Each members should care for the other.


�AUTONUMOUT�	Must understand that each person in the church is vital.


�AUTONUMOUT�	All affect the overall Body


�AUTONUMOUT�	When certain members sorrow all sorrow, when they rejoice all rejoice.


�AUTONUMOUT�	When certain members catch fire...., When certain members are like a glass of cold water in the face.


�AUTONUMOUT�	The church is a cause 


�AUTONUMOUT�	Matthew 28:19-20,   19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  20  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, [even] unto the end of the world. Amen.


�AUTONUMOUT�	Mark 16:15,   15  And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.


�AUTONUMOUT�	Acts 1:8   8  But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.


�AUTONUMOUT�	We are here for a reason, we have a purpose


�AUTONUMOUT�	My purpose is not to preserve, or grow the church. Christ is responsible for that.  He promised, "The gates of hell shall not prevail."


�AUTONUMOUT�	My purpose is to take the gospel to those who have not heard.





�AUTONUMOUT�	Defending the Church


�AUTONUMOUT�	Attend 


�AUTONUMOUT�	Hebrews 10:2  24  And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:  25  Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some [is]; but exhorting [one another]: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.


�AUTONUMOUT�	Have Unity 


�AUTONUMOUT�	Ephesians 4:1-6  1¶ I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,  2  With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;  3  Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  4  [There is] one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling;  5  One Lord, one faith, one baptism,  6  One God and Father of all, who [is] above all, and through all, and in you all.


�AUTONUMOUT�	Worship


�AUTONUMOUT�	Look for God when you come to church.


�AUTONUMOUT�	Come expecting to meet with him and you'll enjoy church.


�AUTONUMOUT�	Listening to Ellen's flute special.


�AUTONUMOUT�	Serve


�AUTONUMOUT�	Any capacity, any time, any opportunity.


�AUTONUMOUT�	Be Loyal


�AUTONUMOUT�	To the church, not the pastor, or a certain clique but to the church.


�AUTONUMOUT�	Example of Bro. Elam 


�AUTONUMOUT�	Destroying the Church


�AUTONUMOUT�	Gossip


�AUTONUMOUT�	The silent unseen crippler of churches and Christians.





�AUTONUMOUT�	Pettiness


�AUTONUMOUT�	More churches have split over petty things than major ones.


�AUTONUMOUT�	Most members leave over petty things not doctrinal ones.


�AUTONUMOUT�	Baptist denomination split over the argument about Adam's belly button.


�AUTONUMOUT�	Members leave over the color of the curtains in the nursery.


�AUTONUMOUT�	Disunity


�AUTONUMOUT�	Do not share the goals of the church.


�AUTONUMOUT�	Do not follow the leader of the church.


�AUTONUMOUT�	Do not participate in the activities of the church.


