
First Generation Christianity
Text: Acts
Introduction: 


I am in a quandary. How to challenge you spiritually without sounding like a cynical pessimist? How can I open my eyes to what is right without focusing solely upon what is wrong? I feel like the guy who was out with his buddy walking their dogs when they got hungry?

Joke: They gave me a Chihuahua? 

Perhaps we as modern day Pastors don’t see as well as we are supposed to. Perhaps we also maybe surprised to realize that what we thought we had, the genuine old time religion, may not be that genuine after all. How does our modern day church, and I’m talking about our independent Baptist churches, really compare to the first generation Christians of Acts or other first generation Christians around the world.

The First Baptist Church of Jerusalem was founded by Jesus Christ it consisted of 12 men.  After his ascension according to the Book of Acts there were 120 meeting together to await the fulfillment of the promises of their risen Lord. By the time the gospel spreads to Asia, these 120 have grown into the 10’s of thousands and so great was their power and influence that it was said of them in Acts 17:6, “These that have turned the world upside down are come hither also.”


They turned the world upside down!  Think of it!  I have trouble turning my own church upside down let alone my community, my country or my world.  Yet these did it.  I realize that we do not live in those times, I realize that culture and history have changed much during the intervening centuries, but the power that drove that first generation of Christians has not changed.  Nor have the promises given to us by our God, nor has the commission given to us by Jesus Christ. 

We are concerned because we are living in a post-Christian society and concerned we should be.  We wonder how we can reach people who are so steeped in idolatry, the pursuit of pleasure and the worship of sex and prosperity.  It is a dark world we face, but Peter, John, Paul, Stephan, Phillip and others of that first generation faced a much darker world.  It wasn’t post-Christian it was modern-pagan.  Prostitution in the temple of Diana or Aphrodite was considered an honor for your daughter or wife. Drunkenness and orgies were looked upon as worship services by the pagans. Entertainment was blood-thirsty and savage in all the stadiums and arenas of the Roman world. No one had heard of the Bible or Christ or even Jehovah.  Yet into this world the gospel cut like the first ray of sunlight cuts through the shadows of night. This first church carried that light until it pierced to the deepest and darkest corners of the then known world. 


I am here today to challenge you to begin to regain the attributes of first generation Christianity that we might pierce the darkness of this new pagan age with the glorious light of the gospel of Christ. Three things have brought me to this place. First, there was a study of the Book of Acts comparing the first church with my church.  There were and are some shocking differences.  Secondly, I began to go to a missions conference in Cienegga De Flores, Mexico hosted by Eglesia Baptista Emanuel and her pastor Efrain Garcia.  There in a church with no conveniences and with more problems than I have ever faced as a Pastor, I saw first generation Christians turning their community upside down. I saw that this church in many ways was closer to the attributes of the Church Jesus built than my church. The third thing that brought me here was Bro. Bud Shockey, hey he invited me what could I say, no?

I am not here to tell you how to fix your church, though I’m willing to listen if you have any suggestions on mine. I am not here to show you the way for I have not followed it to its completion and do not know when I will reach that place.  I am like the character in Bunyan’s Pilgrims Progress who sees the pilgrim reading and weeping from a book after talking and discovering the need he gives direction to the man. “Then said EVANGELIST, pointing with his finger over a very wide field, "Do you see yonder wicket gate?"  The man said, "No." Then said the other, "Do you see yonder shining light?" He said, "I think I do." Then said EVANGELIST, "Keep that light in your eye, and go up directly thereto; so shalt thou see the gate; at which, when thou knockest, it shall be told thee what thou shall do."

This is what I hope to do today, to point to the way and encourage you to, “Keep that light in your eye and go up directly thereto.”
I. 1st Attribute of First Generation Christianity Acts 1:2-4
 

A. The Resurrection was real.
1. They had seen the empty tomb, they had beheld the scars in his body.  They had walked with him on the Emmaus Road. They had eaten with him in the upper room and along the Sea of Galilee.

2. They knew Jesus was alive, they had been with him.
B. The Resurrection must be as real to us as it was to them.
1. How real is the resurrected Christ to our churches today?  After all it has been over 2000 years since the last eye witness has died.  

a) I believe the accounts, I’ve read Josh McDowell’s Book, Evidence That Demands a Verdict.  I agree that only a fool would deny the reality of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

b) So do most of your people.  They like you and I believe it but that is not enough to turn the world upside down. It is not the way first generation Christians believed then or now.
2. Their belief was tangible, their belief was of such a nature that it not only couldn’t be denied intellectually and spiritually it couldn’t be denied physically.

a) Physically because they could see the tomb, some had seen the Lord or had talked to the eye witnesses themselves. 

b) But even more it was physically because to moved and changed them physically. 

c) They were sold their possessions and held all things in common.  They were driven from their homes by persecution.  Their bodies were beaten and they bore the scars of torture. Many were killed and their bodies changed by graves and pyres of flame.

d) Why did they endure it?  Why did they allow it?  Because they truly believed that Jesus Christ had risen from the grave.  They believed his promise of a new life through Him.  They believed it and they could not simply give mental or even spiritual assent they had to give physical assent.  All of who they were believed in the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
3. What makes the difference between latter generation and first generation Christians and their complete belief in the resurrection of Jesus Christ?  

a) The first generation Christians had been with Christ.  Not the concept of Christ, not the church of Christ, not the doctrines of Christ but Christ!

b) If we today are going to get back to true first generation beliefs and action we must get back to a truly resurrection Lord.

c) Too many of our people are not walking with Jesus Christ. There is no reality of a personal relationship with Him.  You can hear it in their prayers.  You can see it in the blank looks on their face when you preach your heart out and the tears run down your face and there is no reaction at all.

d) Why? Because they don’t know the person you are preaching about, they haven’t walked and talked with Him.  They don’t really know the resurrected Lord. 

e) As the generations have passed, their belief in God has been passed down to them like a fine family heirloom when it should have been an introduction to a real person.  A person who will change their life, mentally, spiritually and physically because He once was dead but not is alive.

4. Scripture: John 14:18-23

C. Illustration: Jim Elliot’s Journal (A Man Who Knew The Resurrection was real, because he had been with the resurrected Lord. So real that it moved him to Ecuador and even to death.)
1. I walked out to the hill just now. It is exalting, delicious. To stand embraced by the shadows of a friendly tree with the wind tugging at your coattail and the heavens hailing your heart, to gaze and glory and to give oneself again to God, what more could a man ask? 

2. Oh, the fullness, pleasure, sheer excitement of knowing God on earth. I care not if I never raise my voice again for Him, if only I may love Him, please Him. Mayhap, in mercy, He shall give me a host of children that I may lead through the vast star fields to explore His delicacies whose fingers' ends set them to burning. But if not, if only I may see Him, smell His garments, and smile into my Lover's eyes, ah, then, not stars, nor children, shall matter--only Himself. 

3. - Jim Elliot in The Journals of Jim Elliot; entry of January 16, 1951.  Christianity Today, Vol. 39, no. 7.
II. 2rd Attribute of First Generation Christianity Acts 1:8

A. Their Witness was real.

1. What did Jesus mean when he said, “Ye shall be witnesses?”

2. I’m not talking about the definition of the word and its common origin with our word for martyr. I’m asking what he was telling them, plain and simply.

3. He says, “You will be witnesses of me in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the uttermost.”

4. What were they called to do? To be witnesses of and for Jesus Christ.  They were called to bear testimony of what they knew of Jesus. 

5. What a simple concept. Yet it was that very concept that first generation Christians used to change the world.
B. We must become witnesses of Jesus Christ.

1. Do you wonder how the church in Acts or any of the churches of the first century got people to come to church?  They had no mass advertising; they had no bus routes or video projectors. No gimmicks and no give-aways.
2. Joke: The Lord’s Lottery.

3. How then was the world changed? By the witnesses of Jesus Christ.

a) These people simply told other people what they knew of Jesus Christ.

b) Today we are not witnesses.  Instead we go witnessing.  The difference is the difference between changing the world and receding further into paganism.

4. Jesus told us to be witness of and for Him.  We are to tell others, “This is who Jesus is.  This is what Jesus has done to me.”  

a) Do you realize that most people in our churches don’t know how to give their testimony?  Do you realize that most can’t name a passage of scripture to use when trying to introduce a lost person to Jesus Christ. 

b) Partly this is a failure of training but even more than this it a misunderstanding of what it is to be a witness.  We are not told to witness we are told by Jesus Himself, “You are my witness.”  We need to quit trying to witness and just be the witness we already are. It’s not an activity it is an identity.  It is not action we accomplish it is a life we live. It is not an act of will it is an act of faith. Faith in what Jesus said, “We are witnesses!” 
5. There is also a misunderstanding about the subject of being a witness. Our subject is Jesus Christ. Yet when we witness to others it is not dealing with the Jesus Christ except as a by-product.
a) We begin to tell other how to be saved by asking them, “If you died tonight do you know for sure you would go to heaven?” Show me anywhere in the Bible where any of the disciples or Christ himself ever asked such a question.

b) We believe that if we are really evangelistic and want to see people saved them we must warn them of the agony of hell and how to avoid it. Heaven and Hell are vital to any churches teachings and must not ever be ignored but they are not supposed to be the point of focus for us as witnesses. Since I have never been to either how good a testimony can I really give?

c) I know that Jesus spoke more of hell than heaven but that very statement reveals how far we have missed the truth.  Jesus spoke more about Himself than heaven and hell combined. Jesus came to reveal God’s love to mankind through himself, not to give us a walking tour of the afterlife. 

d) We need to quit telling people they need to get in church and begin asking them, “Do you know Jesus Christ.  We need to quit worrying if we’re meeting all the need of our community with another outreach ministry and begin truly meeting their needs through the person of Jesus Christ. We must stop looking for the next gimmick or gadget to be the thing that brings growth to our church and begin to gauge all that we do by “Our great God and Savior Jesus Christ.”
6. Our churches must return to that same fire and excitement that those first pagans had when they told their family and friends, “Jesus has risen from the dead. Jesus has changed me. Jesus has saved me.  Look at what I was but through Jesus I am a new creation!”

7. Scripture: John 4 “Come See a Man.”

C. Illustration: Testimonies at the conference in Cienega De Flores
1. I listen as missionary after missionary and pastor after pastor stands and tells what Jesus has done in their life. Dopers and drunks, Doctors and derelicts stand as witness to the person and power of Jesus Christ.

2. They don’t talk about their schooling or their doctrines or their denomination, their campaigns or their churches; they talk about what they know, Jesus Christ and how he made them new.
3. We need to get back to a true understanding that we are already witnesses of Christ called to tell the world who Jesus is to us.
III. 3rd Attribute of First Generation Christianity Acts 1:10

A. Their hope and belief in Jesus’ return was real.

1. They did not look for signs, or seasons.  

a) When Jesus ascended they asked him, “Will you at this time restore the kingdom.”  

b) They expected it right then.

2. Paul states it plainly in his letter to the Corinthians and to the Thessalonians

a) He believed Jesus could return at any moment. This is the very definition of the word immanent. “at any moment, near, at hand”
b) This belief was real to them in the same way their belief in the resurrection was real. It moved them and changed them spiritually, mentally and physically.
c) “Take my home, take my family, take my life if matters not for Jesus is coming soon.”

3. Martyr Mirror example: 
B. We must return to a real belief in the immanent return of Christ.

1.   It could happen at anytime. 
C. Illustration: Jerome Seger’s letters to his wife Lijsken
IV. Conclusion: So much more that can be seen in an open-mined, open hearted search of the book of Acts. 

A. First Generation Christians are filled with and empowered by the Holy In Acts 2:4

B. First Generation Christians are fearless in their stand for Christ Acts 2:22

C. First Generation Christians showed kindess and did good that Christ might be seen in them Acts 3:6

D. First Generation Christians are committed to the truth, have unity with fellow believers and consistent, fervent and public prayer lives  Acts 4:23

E. 10th Attribute of First Generation Christianity Acts 5:12

1. The greatest sign of God working today is the salvation of a soul.  To see more souls saved people need to see souls saved.

F. 11th Attribute of First Generation Christianity Acts 5:28

1. If we stand for what is true and right, we will be opposed.  If we do not stand up, we will not stand out.

G. 12th Attribute of First Generation Christianity:

1. A great witness, like Stephan, will be filled with the Holy Spirit.  Such filling will be seen and heard in a life that is faithful to the death.

H. 13th Attribute of First Generation Christianity: 
1. Biblical witnesses are willing to go wherever and to whomever God opens the door or sends them.
V. Other Illustrations:

The Lord's Lottery

A Sure Fire Stewardship Program Designed And Developed By Dale Vitalis Theological Basis: 'As a man winneth so will he giveth.' Hez 6:15 Purpose: The 'BLT' (bottom line theory) is to get more money to find its way into the offering plates on Sunday mornings.

Plan: Three simple steps to explosive giving:

1.  When the ushers bring the offering plates to the altar the pastor will place all the offering envelopes in a big round tumbler on the altar.

2.  One of the acolytes will step forward and draw out one of the offering envelopes from the big round tumbler on the altar.

3.  The 'winner' (person or family whose offering envelope is drawn) will receive DOUBLE THEIR MONEY BACK!!

Benefits: Fee-nominal!!  Listed below are some of the outstanding benefits blessings, if you serve a 'spiritual' congregation) from this 'Lord's Lottery Sure Fire Stewardship Program'

1.  More and more members will begin using offering envelopes.

2.  When you make the offering envelopes available only to members you will be astounded at how your membership will grow.

3.  Members will naturally put in more money because they know that if their envelope is drawn they will get more back (never underestimate the intelligence of your members).

4.  Your worship service will reach new heights of excitement.  You can imagine the excitement and drama each Sunday as the winning envelope is drawn.

5.  You will have no trouble lining up acolytes because of the excitement, honor, and prestige that comes with the job.

6.  Your finance committee will never again have to worry about buying those expensive offering envelope boxes.

When this new program catches on members will be more than willing to buy their own.  You will also discover that many will buy more than one set of envelopes.  I call this the 'bingo syndrome.'

7.  Pastors will no longer have to work quite so hard on their sermons as that will no longer be the 'main event.'

Always fear God

In narrow prison walls I lay, well guarded and contained;

Because for Christ I testified, sore troubles I did find;

But it cometh from the Lord,

Who to me doth strength afford.

Grace, peace, joy, gladness consolation, a firm faith, and good assurance, together with an ardent love to God, I wish to you, my most beloved wife, Lijsken Dircks, whom I wedded before God and His holy church, and thus took to wife, according to the command of the Lord; may consolation, gladness and joy be increased and multiplied to you my dear wife.

I earnestly pray the Lord, that He will comfort you, and remove from you that which is too grievous. I well know, my chosen lamb, that you are in great sorrow on my account; but lay aside all sorrow, and look to Jesus the Captain and Finisher of our faith, and let us henceforth walk in all righteousness and holiness, as children of peace, and let us make good use of the time of grace, and consider what great mercy the Lord has shown us. O my dear wife, remember how faithful a God we serve; He will not let us be confounded. 

Know, that I received your letter through my mother. I read it with tears. I thank you, that youso affectionately comfort me thereby, and I rejoiced when I heard that you are so well contented.

Therefore, my most beloved wife Lijsken, redeem the time, be patient in tribulation, continue instant in prayer, and look constantly ,to the beautiful promises that are promised us everywhere, if we persevere unto the end. And let us guard well the treasure; for we have this treasure in earthen vessels (II Cor. 4:7), and cannot conceal. it; "it breaks out everywhere; it is far too precious to be hid. We rejoice greatly in. this treasure, which treasure is our faith, hope, and love; and these will not leave us destitute, even though they put us singly into dark dungeons, separated. from one another. The treasure is of such a nature that it will not be hid; one calls to the other, and so pours out his treasure, that it may be seen. We are so cheerful, eternal praise and thanks be to the Lord! we call, we sing with each other, we have such joy in comforting and strengthening each other; the Lord gives us such strength and power, that we cannot thank Him sufficiently for the great grace which He shows us. Mal. 3:16, "For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. For.our light affliction, which is but for a. moment; worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; while we look riot at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen." II Cor. 4:16-18.

Hence, my dear wife, cease not to serve the Lord thy God with the whole heart, and to follow His footsteps; "For we know that, if our .earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 'For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with -our .house which is from heaven . . . not for that we, would be' unclothed, but clothed upon . . . for whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord." Mark 12:30; I Pet. 2:21; II Cor.-5:1, 2, 4, 6.

May the Almighty, eternal and strong God so strengthen and comfort you with His blessed Word, that you will remain faithful unto the end, and you shall also, come under the altar to all the dear children of God, where all tears shall be wiped from our eyes. Rev. 2:10; 6:9; 21:4. There all tribulation will have an end, and there shall our vile body be glorified, and be like unto the image of His glory. Philip. 3:21. Then shall our weeping be turned into laughter, and our sorrow into joy (John 16:20); then shall we; who for a little while have been despised and rejected, yea, persecuted and dispersed, and put to death with great ignominy, pain and reproach, for the testimony of Jesus Christ, triumph forever, and live eternally with the Lord. We shall be clothed with white robes, as John testifies in his Revelation concerning the souls of them that were slain for the Word of God, and for the testimony which. they held. And they lay under the,altar, and they cried with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou. not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellow servants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled." Rev. 7:9; 20:4; 6:9-1.1.

Oh, what a glorious people shall we be; when we shall be with that great multitude of which John in his Revelation, says, "I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; and cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more, neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes." Rev. 7:9, 10, 14-17. 
Dear Lijsken, if He will wipe away all tears, tears must here first be shed. Matt. 5:4. He will heal us from our sufferings; hence we must first suffer in this world. Herewith I commend you, my dearly beloved wife and sister, to the Almighty, eternal and strong God, and to the word of His rich grace, that you may be able to stand against all the gates of hell. Amen.
In the year of our Lord 1551, Jerome Segers, with his wife Lijsken Dircks, and Big Henry fell into the hands of the tyrants, for the testimony of Jesus, at Antwerp. They suffered many severe torments and sharp examinations, but, through the grace of God, endured them all. And as they, through faith, were so firmly bound to their Captain Christ Jesus, that nothing could induce them to apostatize, they brought Jerome Segers and Big Henry to the slaughter, on the second day of September, A. D. 1551. Both, each at a stake, surrendered their bodies in great steadfastness to God as a well pleasing sacrifice. Lijsken Dircks, the wife of Jerome Segers, who was pregnant, was (after her delivery) thrust into a bag early in the morning, between three and four o'clock, and murderously thrown into the Scheldt (River) and drowned, before people were up. Nevertheless, there were some that saw it, who testified to her firm and steadfast faith unto death. They now rest together under the altar. 

Letter 2

See, my dear wife, as I can not help you with my weeping, or with my blood, I have written a few things; to comfort you, and for a memorial or a testament, that you may remember me by it, how I walked before you; for I hope to seal this letter with my blood, namely,. that it is nothing but the pure truth, for which I desire to lay down my life, to the praise of the Lord and the edification of all that fear' Him. I pray the Lord that He will let you follow me as I through His grace hope to go before you; and I trust in the Lord that He will let you follow me thus, and have confidence in you, that you will follow me thus steadfastly, through the grace of the Lord; and 'I pray the Lord, that He will let the fruit grow up to His praise, that it inay also be found worthy to suffer for His name. Thus I have commended the fruit to the Lord, who is more able to preserve you and it, than I am. And that the Lord will preserve you, I do not doubt. I hope that my blood will be the seal of this letter.

Thus I commend you to the Lord, and to the word of His grace, that He will keep you in all righteousness, holiness and truth; 'and though we must separate here, I know, and firmly trust in the Lord, that we shall be together in life eternal; hence, I will freely bring my offering.

Oh, that I might suffer for you; I should gladly offer my flesh for you. I am sorry that I can write to you no, more. 1. herewith commend you to the Lord. Be not solicitous about the child; for my friends will take good care of it, yea, the Lord will care for it. Hendrick of Deventer salutes you much in the Lord, whom he entreats day and night for you,. that you may continue steadfast unto the end.

Know also, my beloved, that they greatly tortured me, to find out the midwives where our sisters lay in childbed; but the Lord, who kept my lips, was stronger than all their tortures. Eternal praise and glory be to the Lord, who does not forsake His own. They obtained no names from me, save one or two, which they had read to me from a letter, and which I told them, to see what they would say. But they asked me whether I was making sport of them, and tortured me still more, demanding that I should tell them concerning the women, and others, or they would torture me till the next morning, and stretch me a foot longer than I was. They told Gileyn to rack, and his assistant racked vigorously, and Gileyn poured my body full of water. They had me lying stark naked on the bench, with nothing but the shirt to cover my shame. I was bound to the bench with four cords, so that it seemed to me, as though my head and legs were severed; but they obtained nothing more, praise and glory be to the Lord. When they released me, two or three of them had to lift me from the bench, and dress me; yea, it would not have been possible to endure the pain without the help of the Lord. They told me to consider the matter, and become a good son of the Roman church, and that I should indicate all those whom I knew, or they would deal more severely with me. I replied that I had not erred, and would far rather die than forsake my faith. They then said that they would come again; but they can do no more than the Lord permits them. John 19:11. Eternal praise to the Lord, who has made us fit for this, may He further fit us to become children of His kingdom. Amen. My beloved wife, I commend you to the Lord and to the Word of His grace.

A. LAST LETTER OF JEROME TO HIS WIFE, WRITTEN
THE NIGHT WHEN HE WAS SENTENCED; HE
WAS PUT TO DEATH ON THE 2d OF SEPTEMBER, A. D. 1551

Grace and peace from God the Father, the unfathomable mercy of the Son our Lord Jesus Christ, and the loving kindness and communion of the Holy Ghost be unto you, for an everlasting consolation, joy, gladness, and strength in your bonds, tribulation, sufferings, and vexation in your labor, and for strength in your faith, love and tribulation. To Him be praise for ever and ever. Amen.

I wish unto you, my dearly beloved, chosen wife in the Lord, the true, genuine, penitent faith, which works by love, and a very firm, immovable, steadfast mind in my and your most holy faith. I further wish you the crucified Christ for a bridegroom, who has chosen you for a daughter, bride and queen. To this King of the Most High, to the everlasting Father and jealous, loving God, I have now commended you, my beloved in the Lord, that He will now be your Comforter and Bridegroom, since He has called and taken me first, with which I am well content, seeing that it was the will of the Lord; eternal praise and glory be to the Lord for His great power which He has manifested in us.

Therefore, my most beloved in the Lord, do not complain, or grieve much, because He has taken me first; for He has done all for our best, that I should be an example unto you, and that you may follow me as valiantly as I, through the grace of the Lord, who has made us both worthy to suffer for His name, shall go before you. Oh, my dear lamb, I humbly entreat you, not to listen to the pa-
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pists or other sophists, but steadfastly to follow your Bridegroom, your immovable Bridegroom. Follow His footsteps, and fear not -their threats, nor let their tortures terrify you; for they can do no more than the Lord permits them; they cannot hurt a hair of your head without the will of the Father which is in heaven. Matt. 10:30.

Hence, fear not, but continue firmly and steadfastly in the doctrine of Christ, and in the right truth; for the Lord will not forsake you, but will preserve you as the apple of His eye; yea; as His daughter and child, since it is impossible for God's elect to be deceived; for His sheep hear His voice, and follow Him; but they hear not the voice of strangers. Hence, no man shall pluck them out of His hand; for lie is their Shepherd and Protector. Hence, fight valiantly, my chosen lamb, for the glory of the Lord, even as He fought so valiantly, for the salvation of our souls. Be therefore of good cheer, even though you have to lie yet a little longer in this den of lions. Your deliverance is nigh; it tarries not, but comes; and When He comes that will come with power, He will receive you as His bride and queen; for it is His pleasure to have His chosen with Him, since He delights in beholding them; and the day of the Lord is at hand. Habakkuk 2:3; Ps. 45:14; Isa. 13:6.

Therefore, my dear wife in the Lord, fight valiantly now, and fear not man, but rather say with Susanna, that you would much rather fall into the hands of man, than into the hand of God; for it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. Susanna 24; Heb. 10:31. Go to meet the Lord with ardent love as you have done hitherto by the grace of the Lord, who works in you; and fight valiantly, for the crown of life is prepared for you, since to those that overcome all things are promised, and they shall also inherit all things; for Christ says, "Blessed are ye, when all men speak evil of you; for great is your reward in heaven." Matt. 5:11. He also says, "Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." The Lord also said that when they have brought us before lords and princes, and tortured and killed us, they shall yet think to have done Him service thereby. John 16:2. Therefore, trust firmly in Christ alone, and the Lord will not forsake you, and the crown of life is prepared for you.

Herewith I will commend you to the Lord, and to the Word of His grace, and take leave of you, here in this world; for I do not expect to see your face any more; but I hope to see you under the altar of Christ before many days. Therefore, my beloved wife in the Lord, though the world counts us liars, and separates us bodily, yet the merciful Father will soon bring us together again under His altar, together with our brother; for I do not doubt it, but am firmly trusting in Him; for I have commended us three into His hands, to do His divine will with us, whereby His name may be most praised and thanked, to the salvation of our souls,and to the consolation and strengthening of, all those that fear the Lord, and serve and love His name; this He will also do, I doubt not; for He does not forsake His own who trust in Him; hence I go with a glad heart, to offer up my sacrifice to the praise of the Lord. If I could yet have come to you, I would have done so; but Joachim would not have it. But Christ will soon bring us together again under His altar; this men will not be able to prevent. Herewith I bid you adieu, till we meet under the altar. I commend you to the Lord. Big Henry salutes you much in the Lord. See, my dear wife in the Lord, the hour is now come that we must part; and thus I go before, with great joy and gladness, to my and your heavenly Father (John 20:17), and I most humbly entreat you, not to grieve on this account, but to rejoice with me. Rom. 12:15. However, I am sad in one respect, because I leave you among these wolves; but I have commended you and the fruit to the Lord, and know assuredly, that He will preserve you unto the end, and herein I rest content. Be valiant in the Lord.

�Acts 1:2 Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen: 3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: 4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me.





�John 14:18   I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.


19  Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also.


20  At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.


21  He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.


22  Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world?


23  Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.


�Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.





�John 4:28  The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way into the city, and saith to the men,


29  Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ?


30  Then they went out of the city, and came unto him.











�


Acts 1:10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; 11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.





�1 Corinthians 15:52  In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.








1Thes 4:15  For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.


16  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:


17  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.


�Acts 2:4  And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.





�Acts 2:22 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know:23 Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: 24 Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible that he should be holden of it.





�


Acts 3:6  Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.





�Acts 4:23  And being let go, they went to their own company, and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said unto them. 24  And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is:





�Acts 5:12 And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought among the people;








�


Acts 5:28 Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach in this name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this man’s blood upon us. 29 Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men.
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