God Given Authority

Matthew 16:18

Introduction: I'm thankful for two things. Bro Garcia my friend and after Larry Jones the fan still up pulpit are still up 

Ross Fite's advice to Missionaries. 

Learn to make a garden for at least three reasons: 1. For food for your family. Don’t depend on the U.S. economy completely. 2. Because the vegetables in many countries, or where you live is grown with sewer water. 3. For your Mental health. Maybe every thing in your church is falling apart, and when you come into your house the kids on the street mock you and call you "Gringo." Slam the gate or door as you go in and say, "Let the world go to Hell, my corn and beans are doing fine."

What keeps a man like Ross Fite going in the midst of difficulties and problems that come with being a missionary? It's what we're going to talk about today, God given authority. To understand the authority of the church I must understand how God gives authority to those He chooses.

I. Authority Given To Israel

A. Through Abraham Genesis 17:18-21

1. God's power and promise were given to Abraham that through Him God's will would be done. 

a) Through Abraham a nation would be born and through that nation the Messiah would come and through the Messiah salvation would come.

b) God's promise given to Abraham brought about this the greatest of blessing.

2. Vs. 18 The promise could not be given to one God did not ordain or choose. 

a) Ishmael was not the line that  God's blessing would flow though. Even though Abraham desired it. His best intentions and sincerest desires were not equal to God's omniscience and sovereignty. 

b) Only Isaac, not even born yet, could receive the power and promise of God because God as God said it should be so. 

c) God being God it was the best choice and the best means but God did not explain this to Abraham he simply told him, "Through Isaac I will establish my covenant."

B.  Through David 2 Samuel 7:11

1. We see the same example of God given authority in King David.

a) Through David, God establish a throne.  That throne would belong to David and his descendents by the decree and authority of God.

b) Through God's authority given to David and his descendents they ruled and reigned over Israel.

c) The rule will remain in the house of David until the last king of Israel, the last son of David, Jesus Christ is seated upon that throne and will rule over the nations of the earth at his return.

2. Even when David was removed from Jerusalem by his own son Absalom, God still chose David as the only legitimate king. God's authority could not be taken from David once God had given it.  

C. Application

1. Abraham and David could not see all this; only God could see his plan from beginning to end and even to eternity.  Abraham and David in their power could not make themselves worthy of the power of God. 

2. All they could do was obey God and trust in his word that through them the nations of the earth would be blessed.  All they could do was step out in faith and believe that through them would come the King who would rule the world.

3. They and their descendants would make mistakes, they would sin, they would doubt but still God's authority, God's power, God's promises given to them could not be removed, lost or given to others. God had given it to them and God does not make mistakes.

a) Romans 11:29 For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.

b) Eccl 3:14 I know that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from it: and God doeth it, that men should fear before him.

c) Isaiah 46:10  Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure:

II. Authority Given to The Church 

A. The Keys of Authority Matthew 16:18-19 Authority of Authentication

1. Earlier Jesus had asked the disciples who they believe he is. Peter says, "Thou art the Christ the Son of the Living God."

2. Jesus then uses a play on words to promise his Church it would stand against the very gates of hell.

a) Thou are Peter (gk. Petros, a small pebble or rock) but upon this Rock (gk. petra, large outcropping or ledge) I will build my church.

b) The Rock Jesus was building his church on was not Peter but the Rock of Ages Jesus Christ. 

(1) In 2 Samuel 23:3 He is the Rock of Israel, In Isaiah 8:14 He is the rock of offence In Daniel 2:34 He is the rock cut out without hands. In Psalms 95:1 He is the rock of our salvation.

c) Jesus is and always shall be the rock upon which the church was founded. 

(1) Scripture: 1 Corinthians 3:11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

3. Once Jesus established the perpetuity, the continuance of the church until he returns he then gives it authority in verse 19.

a) The keys represent authority given from the Lord to the steward, the servant who would carry out his will with his authority.

b) The steward can now unlock the doors as if he were the master himself.

4. Example: If I gave my car keys to someone they would understand that I am granting them the authority to drive my car. If I give them my house key I am granting them the authority to enter my house. The key transfers my authority to them.  This is what Jesus did when he gave the keys to the church that day.

5. What do the keys of the kingdom of heaven open?

a) It is not hard to understand, they open the way to heaven.

b) How is this done? I can't hand you a key to heaven like I can a key to my car and say use this when you get to heaven. How do the keys to the kingdom open heaven through the church?

(1) John 20:22-23

(2) Acts 10:39-43

c) The key to the kingdom of heaven is the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  This is the key He has given His church the authority to carry.

(1) We have been granted the highest authority and with it the highest responsibility to open the doors of heaven to a world that is locked out without us.

(2) Each time we preach, each time we send a missionary, each time we proclaim the story of Jesus Christ' death burial and resurrection the key to heaven is offered.  If the gospel is accepted the key turns and a soul is saved. What a glory, what a joy!

B. The Commission of authority Matthew 28:18-20 Authority of Ability

1. Jesus not only gave us the authority of the Keys of Heaven he also gave us authority of The Commission. 

a) Vs. 18 Jesus claims all power in heaven and earth.

(1) A.T. Robertson, a great Baptist scholar of the past says, "Jesus came close to them and made this astounding claim. He spoke as one already in heaven with a world-wide outlook and with the resources of heaven at his command. His authority or power in his earthly life had been great. Now it is boundless and includes earth and heaven. It is the sublimist of all spectacles to see the Risen Christ without money or army or state charging this band of five hundred men and women with world conquest and bringing them to believe it possible and to undertake it with serious passion and power. Pentecost is still to come, but dynamic faith rules on this mountain in Galilee.

(2) Jesus claims all power and none disputes his claim.  What he does next is even more astounding. He passes that power to the church.

b) Vs. 19 Go Ye Therefore.  Because I have all power I am sending you in that power, Go!

(1) Who gives us the right to enter any country and preach the gospel?  Jesus the ruler of all nations.

(2) Who gives us the authority to preach on the corner of any city in the world? Jesus who has told us to go to all cities of the world.

(3) Who gives us the power to keep going no matter how difficult or hard it may be? Jesus does the one who will never leave nor forsake us.

2. This authority given to us in the keys of heaven and the commission of the church cannot be given to another.  It has been passed on to us and the Lord has never revealed any other that are entrusted with it.

a) Abraham once pleaded for Ishamael but God said, "Through Isaac."  David was once removed from his throne but God would not honor Absalom.

b) Nor can the church yield its God given authority to any other. Arguments can be raised and reason given why the work of the gospel and the carrying out of he commission can be done by other agencies. 

(1) They can show you how it is easier, how it more efficient, how it is more economical to let a board, or fellowship or a convention do the work of the church, but Jesus never said he would build these.  He said he would build his church.  He never gave the keys of heaven to these; he gave them to his church.  He never commissioned these, he commissioned his church.

(2) We may not understand it any better than Abraham or David.  We cannot see from there when Jesus told Peter he would build His church on the rock to the day when he call his church home. We are not empowered to understand it we are empowered to step out in faith and do the task He left us here to do.

(3) If I refuse to believe that we the church hold the keys to the kingdom, If I refuse to accept the commission given directly to the church and no one else then I am standing with the Ishmaels and Absaloms of this world, telling God, I know a better way the way you ordained.  I know a better person than Isaac to bring the Messiah into this world.  I know a better ruler than David to bring the King of all ages into this world. I know a better body of believers than the body of the local church, the body of Jesus Christ to preach the gospel and send missionaries.

(4) Would any of us presume to be so arrogant so foolish? Yet if I refuse the responsibility of the local church as God's only authorized agency to carry the great commission, what else can it be called but arrogant and foolish?

(5) Many others outside of the church have tried to take up the authority only given to the church.  I am not saying they did not do good things or that people were not saved and helped.  Yet, these groups are considered long lived if they last 10 years or more.  Most of these fade out of existence or quit preaching the gospel after a few years.  Yet the church of Jesus Christ has stood for 2000 years still preaching, still going, still baptizing, still teaching and we will continue until Christ comes back because He has given us this authority and promise.

C. Illustration: The Authority in Practice Today.

1. Last year at this conference a missionary from a Baptist church in Mexico was introduced who was going to Africa, another to Cuba, others to Central America. All over the world today there are believers, missionaries and churches where they should not be.  Churches in communist countries where they say God does not exist.  Missionaries in Moslem countries where it is illegal to preach in Jesus name. Believers in countries where their very existence is enough to have them arrested and thrown in jail. Still they are there!

2. They were there with nothing more than the authority of their local church and the prayers and support of other local churches.  Did I say nothing more? I should have said nothing less than the full power and authority of the Church of Jesus Christ.  There is no greater authority, there is no greater power.  It overpowers the power of Kings, it overrules the law of nations, it supersedes the strength of Satan. 

3. Story of a Missionary. PV Zugg Missionary to the Muslims. Is a man who should have quit a long time ago.  He was a missionary to Israel, Lebanon and Egypt all places where he is not allowed by man's law to preach the Gospel of Christ. In the 1970's while driving with his family in Turkey a truck struck his station wagon injuring him and killing his wife.  This left him with his own and adopted children to raise.  He is now near if not in his eighties but still he travels to churches across the United States and back to churches in Egypt and Lebanon he founded back in the 1950's.  Where does he get his power?  How can he keep going with all the stress of being a missionary with a wife and with the burden of the years he carries?  How can he do it? Why does he do it?  Because he believes the Creator of the Universe and the Rock of Ages gave his church the power to do it and his church then gave that same power to him.  Bro. Zugg here are the keys to the kingdom of heaven, preach the gospel, here is the power of the commission, go and establish churches. 

4. My brothers in the faith, my fellowlabors in the field, my fellow soldiers in the battle for souls, Jesus says here are the keys preach the gospel, here is the power of heaven and earth, go! and make disciples, go and baptize, go and teach. 

5. This is our authority, given to us by the Lord Jesus Christ and we dare not give it to any other!

