Caleb Man of Faith

Text: Joshua 14:6-15 

Introduction: If ever there was a time when we need men of faith it is now.  We are confronted with crises but lack the courage to step forward into the fight.  We need people of faith, men like Caleb, who claimed a mountain filled with giants by faith and then won that mountain.
Joke, A couple of nuns who were nursing sisters had gone to the store to buy some wine for the upcoming mass.  On the way back they were a few miles from home when they ran out of gas.  They were standing beside their car on the shoulder when a truck approached.

Seeing ladies of the cloth in distress, the driver stopped to offer his help.  The nuns explained they needed some gas.  The driver of the truck said he would gladly drain some from his tank, but he didnt have a bucket or can.

The nuns thought for a moment and then decided to pour out one of the gallons of wine and put the gas in there. The truck driver proceeded to drain a gallon of gas into the wine jug.  He waved goodbye to the nuns and left.

The nuns were carefully pouring the precious fluid into their gas tank when a couple of Baptist Deacons drove by as spied them carefully tilting the wine jug into the gas tank.
The deacons looked at the nuns then looked at each other and then one said to the other, “Wow, those Catholics have more faith than I thought!”
What is real faith?  And how do you become a man of faith?  Let’s look at Caleb and see what made him a man of faith.

I. The Key to Caleb’s Faith  God Joshua 14:6-9
  

A. Caleb's faith begins with his obedience to God  

1. Three things to notice about real obedience.

2. Caleb’s  obedience was a full surrender to God 

a) Joshua 14:8 I wholly followed the LORD my God

3. Caleb’s obedience was obvious to others

a) Joshua 14:9 Moses sware…thou hast wholly followed the LORD my God.

4. Caleb’s obedience was not limited by risk or cost
a) Numbers 13:30 “Let us go up and possess it”

B.  People of Faith are People of Obedience.

1. Deductive Learning

a) From the general to the specific, faith works the same way.
b) From general obedience to specific acts of faith.

2. Scripture 

a) Romans 1:17 Faith to Faith   

(1) Faith is a learning, growing part of life, it begins in small acts of obedience then grows to great deeds of faith.

b) Romans 10:17 Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God  

(1) Faith is based upon hearing God's word, then acting upon what we hear.

c) Faith begins by simply choosing to be obedient to the commands of God.

d) You will never be faithful, never, until you first learn to be obedient!

C. True obedience just like Caleb’s is a full surrender, will be seen by others and is unlimited by risk or cost to  myself. I just obey.
D. Illustration:  The Three Hebrew Children 

1. Daniel 3:17  16  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we [are] not careful to answer thee in this matter.  17  If it be [so], our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver [us] out of thine hand, O king.  18  But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.  
2. This was the first time they had been in a fiery furnace.  But not the first time they had obeyed God.  They could not know what God would do, but they absolutely knew what they would do.  Obey God!

II. The Foundation of Caleb’s Faith 
  

A. Caleb’s Faith Was Based Upon God's Will 

1. God's will had been revealed to them.

2. Exodus 3:8

B. People of Faith Know God's Revealed Will.

1. This is not vague, emotion or circumstantial leadership.  

a) Some think God leads by the sign post of circumstance, open and closed doors of life.

b) They are like the country boy who was out plowing on his daddy’s farm.  He was overheard praying, “Oh, Lord.  This cotton is so full of weeds, this field is so big, this old tractor ain’t air-conditioned and I am so tired.  Lord, I think I’ve been called to preach.”

2. God’s will is revealed in His Word.  

3. De 29:29 The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law.  

4. Ro 16:26 But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith:

5. Deut 30:11 For this commandment which I command thee this day, it is not hidden from thee, neither is it far off. 12  It is not in heaven, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go up for us to heaven, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it? 13  Neither is it beyond the sea, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go over the sea for us, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it? 14  But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it.

6. What was God's will for Israel?  Go, Possess the Land, Conquer and Live

7. What is God’s will for the Church?  Go, make disciples, baptize, teach. Matthew 28:19-20

8. What is God's will for me?  Just an example, most of us will spend a lifetime trying to fulfill.

a) Salvation  1Tim 2:4

b) Sharing 2Tim 1:8-1
0
c) Be separate 2Tim 2:3-4

d) Grow 2Tim 2:15

C. Illustration: Jesus Holds the Word as Paramount in our lives
1. When Jesus warned his followers about the end of this age in the book of Luke, this is what He told them to give them strength and comfort.  Luke 21:33 Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away. 

III.  The Test of Caleb’s Faith.  Joshua 14:11-12

A.   Caleb's Faith Was Tested on Mt Hebron.

1. Because of His obedience and faith Caleb was as strong as he was when they began the journey.

2. He claimed the hardest possession in the land, Kirjatharba, “city of Arba” and his family of giants. Vs. 13.

3. This is the highest city in Palestine, this is the very place the spies looked at and said, “We are as grasshopper in their sight.”  Caleb with his action said, “You got it wrong were not grasshopper we’re giant killers.  Now give me that Mountain.”

4. Later in this same mountain David would be crowned king of Judah and King of Israel.  From a fortress of enemy giants to the footstool of a conquering King.  All because Caleb was a man of faith.

B.   People of Faith Are Battle Tested.

1. 4.
Faith is like muscles or skill, it must be used in order to grow.

a) 1.  Paul says we are in a battle 

(1) Ephesians 6:12-13 12  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.  13  Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

b) 2.  Jesus warns us of the battle  

(1) John 15:18-21 8 If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. 19  If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. 20  Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. 21  But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me.

2. What Battles have you fought? Where are your battle scars?

a) Example: Playing football after the game we would compare helmets for the best hits. The guys with no scars and clean uniforms were the guys who sat the bench. (Often would see them rolling in the grass during warm-ups so they would at least have some dirt on their uniforms.)

b) I wonder when God looks at us he wonders where are your battle scars?
C.   Illustration:  Adonirom Judson’s Scars

D. Conclusion:  What mountain should you be claiming in your Christian life? 

1. Personal Mountains.

a) The mountain of fear, The mountain of worry, The mountain of indifference, The mountain of apathy, the mountain of ignorance, The mountain of sinful habits.

2. Family Mountains.

a) The mountain of raising your children, the mountain of loving your spouse, the mountain of being a Dad, or being a Mom.
3. Church Mountains, Country Mountains, Missions Mountains
4. Remember how you claim those mountains.

a)  Faith begins with obedience.  Without my willingness to obey God, I cannot trust God.

b)  Faith is based on God's will.  This will is found in and only in God's revealed word.

c)  Faith must be in battle if it is to grow and strengthen.  Even losses increase our faith.

E. Poem: Battle Scars

IV. Other Illustrations:

Let 'er Crawl PREACHER

During a fired-up sermon, the spirit impressed a great illustration on a local pastor.

He said, "Our church needs to get back to the basics.  We need to become like a babe, and learn to get up on our hands and knees and crawl like we've never CRAWLED before.  This church needs to CRAWL before the Lord."

As the pastor paused briefly, From the back of the sanctuary came a voice crying out, "Let 'er CRAWL preacher, let 'er CRAWL."

The pastor continued, "Then we need to work on studying the word and strenthening ourselves to where we can STAND and be strong in our faith.  We need to STAND for the LORD."

From the back of the sanctuary the voice replied back, "Let 'er STAND preacher, let 'er STAND."

Encouraged even more, the pastor continued his illustration by saying, "The church needs to then take one step at a time, putting one foot in front of the other until we can WALK with the Lord they way we should.  This church needs to WALK for the Lord."

From the back of the sanctuary the voice replied back, "Let 'er WALK preacher, let 'er WALK."

By now the Pastor was fully inspired by the encouraging Brother in the back.  Spurred on by the response the pastor continued with enthusiasm, "The church needs to then get into a stride where we can RUN for God.  But first, it's going to take each and every member of this church, each and every one of you, to join in.  You're each going to have to make a commitment to tithe, you're each going to make a commitment to study the Word daily, you're each going to have to commit to pray daily, and you're each going to have to commit to assembling here as part of this body each and every time the church doors are open.  Then and only then, can this church RUN for the Lord."

After an exceptionally long and thoughtful pause the voice cried out from the back of the sanctuary with a somewhat disappointed tone, "Let 'er CRAWL Preacher, Let 'er CRAWL."

The Jewish Sons

A Jewish father was concerned about his son who was about a year away from his Bar Mitzvah but was sorely lacking inpersonal knowledge of his Jewish faith.  To remedy this, the Jewish father sent his son to Israel, to experience his heritage.

A year later, the young man returned home and reported to his father, "Father, thank you for sending me to the land of our fathers.  It was wonderful and enlightening," said the son.  "However, I must confess that, while in Israel, I converted to Christianity."

"Oi vey!" replied the father, "What have I done?"

So, in the tradition of the Jewish patriarchs, he went to his best friend and sought his advice - and solace.  "It is amazing you should come to me," stated his friend.  "I, too, sent my son to Israel and he returned, also a Christian."

So in the tradition of the patriarchs, they went to the Rabbi together.  "It is amazing that you should come to me," stated the Rabbi.  "I, too, sent my son to Israel, and he returned a Christian, also.  What is happening to our sons?"

"Brothers, we must take this matter to God, "said the Rabbi.  Together, they fell to their knees and began to wail and pour out their hearts to the Almighty.

As they prayed, the clouds above opened and a mighty voice stated, "Amazing that you should come to Me.  I, too, sent My Son to Israel and ....."

“I sent two boats and a helicopter!”
A little girl was talking to her teacher about whales. “Whales can’t swallow people,” the teacher said. “Even though they are large mammals, their throats are very small.” 

“But Jonah was swallowed by a whale,” the little girl replied. 

“That just can’t be,” the teacher said. “It’s physically impossible.” 

“When I get to heaven I will ask Jonah,” said the little girl. 

The teacher looked down at her, smiled and asked, “What if Jonah went to hell?” 

The little girl replied, “Then you ask him.”

An athiest was walking along through a forest admiring all that the accident of nature had produced. Ariver rippled along near the track whilst birds flew overhead. All was beautiful. Suddenly he heard a loud crashing noise behind him, and looking round, saw a large bear come out of the bushes and start to come towards him. He turned and ran but the bear closed the gap. The man suddenly tripped over a root and fell, the bear closing in,lowering one paw and raising the other to strike. In desperation the athiest cried" Help me God".

Everything stopped. The river stopped flowing, the birds stopped flying and there was total silence. A light shone downonto the scene and a voice said "After all these years as an athiest younow dare to call on me for help"? The athiest replied "maybee it's too late for me now but can you do one thing for me"?

"What is that" said God?

"Perhaps you could turn the bear into a christian", said the athiest. "Very well" said God.

The river and all the other activities began again. The athiest looked at the bear who slowly lifted his left paw from the man and dropping his right paw, brought them together, and said"For what we are about to receive...."

  I will place no value on anything I have or may possess, except in relation to the kingdom of Christ.

   -- David Livingstone, quoted in Men of Integrity, (November/December '99).
Encamped along the hills of light ye Christians soldiers rise, 

And press the battle ere the night Shall veil the glowing skies.

Against the foe in vales below let all our strength be hurled: 

Faith is the victory , we know, That overcomes the world.

His banner over us is love, Our sword the Word of God: 

We tread the road the saints above With shouts of triumph trod.  

By faith, they like a whirlwind's breath, Swept on o'er every field; 

The faith by which they conquered Death is still our shining Shield.

On every hand the foe we find Drawn up in dread array;  

Let tents of ease be left behind, and onward to the fray.  

Salvation's helmet on each head, With truth all girt about, 

The earth shall tremble neath our tread, and echo with our shout.

To him that overcomes the foe, White raiment shall be given; 

Before the angels he shall know his name confessed in heaven.  

Then onward from the hills of light, Our hearts with love a-flame; 

We'll vanquish all the host of night, In Jesus' conquering name.

Chorus: Faith is the victory, Faith is the victory.  Oh, glorious victory, that overcomes the world.

Leslie B. Flynn told a story that illustrates a great truth. An orphaned boy was living with his grandmother when their house caught fire. The grandmother, trying to get upstairs to rescue the boy, perished in the flames. The boy's cries for help were finally answered by a man who climbed an iron drain pipe and came back down with the boy hanging tightly to his neck. Several weeks later, a public hearing was held to determine who would receive custody of the child.  A farmer, a teacher, and the town's wealthiest citizen all gave the reasons they felt they should be chosen to give the boy a home. But as they talked, the lad's eyes remained focused on the floor. Then a stranger walked to the front and slowly took his hand from his pockets, revealing severe scars on them. As the crowd gasped, the boy cried out in recognition. This was the man who had saved his life. His hands had been burned when he climbed the hot pipe. With a leap the boy threw his arms around the man's neck and held on for dear life. The other men silently walked away, leaving the boy and his rescuer alone. Those marred hands had settled the issue. And so it is with Jesus. His nail-pierced hands remind us that he has rescued us from sin and its deadly consequences.

�6 ¶ Then the children of Judah came unto Joshua in Gilgal: and Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite said unto him, Thou knowest the thing that the LORD said unto Moses the man of God concerning me and thee in Kadeshbarnea.  7  Forty years old [was] I when Moses the servant of the LORD sent me from Kadeshbarnea to espy out the land; and I brought him word again as [it was] in mine heart.  8  Nevertheless my brethren that went up with me made the heart of the people melt: but I wholly followed the LORD my God.  9  And Moses sware on that day, saying, Surely the land whereon thy feet have trodden shall be thine inheritance, and thy children's forever, because thou hast wholly followed the LORD my God.





�Exodus 3:8  And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites.





�4  Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.





�7  For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. 8  Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God; 9  Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, 10  But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel: 11  Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.





�3  Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 4  No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.








�15  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth








�11  As yet I am as strong this day as I was in the day that Moses sent me: as my strength was then, even so is my strength now, for war, both to go out, and to come in.  12  Now therefore give me this mountain, whereof the LORD spake in that day; for thou heardest in that day how the Anakims were there, and that the cities were great and fenced: if so be the LORD will be with me, then I shall be able to drive them out, as the LORD said.





�And Joshua blessed him, and gave unto Caleb the son of Jephunneh Hebron for an inheritance. 14  Hebron therefore became the inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite unto this day, because that he wholly followed the LORD God of Israel. 15  And the name of Hebron before was Kirjatharba; which Arba was a great man among the Anakims. And the land had rest from war.








�Adoniram Judson, the renowned missionary to Burma, endured untold hardships trying to reach the lost for Christ. For 7 heartbreaking years he suffered hunger and privation. During this time he was thrown into Ava Prison, and for 17 months was subjected to almost incredible mistreatment. As a result, for the rest of his life he carried the ugly marks made by the chains and iron shackles which had cruelly bound him. Undaunted, upon his release he asked for permission to enter another province where he might resume preaching the Gospel. The godless ruler indignantly denied his request, saying "My people are not fools enough to listen to anything a missionary might SAY, but I fear they might be impressed by your SCARS and turn to your religion!"








�Nail Prints





One day I heard the call of Christ


   To give myself in battle's strain.


I reasoned it was not my task;


   I shrank in fear from war's sore pain.





Then, lo, I saw Him standing there


   With nail-pierced hands and riven side;


I heard Him speak in tender voice,


   "Because of you, I bled and died."





I grew ashamed of my own stand


   And promised Him, "O Lord, take me;


Then when my life is through on earth,


   I'll lift up battle scars to Thee."





   -- Dewey C. Kooy
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