All Things New: New Wine

Text: Luke 5:29-39

Purpose: To challenge believers to begin to understand the repercussions of truly being new in Christ. To turn away from the old man and legalism and turn to the new man of Christian liberty. 

Joke: Drunk fenced in the church yard.


In a small town there was an old wino, a drunk who seemed unsalvageable. The town pastor though was never willing to give up.  Every time he would see the man he would tell him, “You need to get in church.”  The man would laugh and say, “Ah, preacher you’ll never get me trapped in a church.”  One Saturday night after a particularly big bender the wino was walking home from the bar and he stumbled into the church yard. As he stumbled and crawled his way, he ran into a small picket fence that was built around a tree in the middle of the church yard.  The drunk hit the fence and thinking it was a fence around the church grounds he began to feel his way along in the dark until he could find his way past the church.  He crawled around the fence once looked over his shoulder and saw the church and kept crawling.  He crawled all the way around again looked up and saw the church and kept crawling.  He just kept crawling for hours but every time he looked up he still saw the church.  Finally, he just stopped and began to cry, “Oh no, Oh no, Oh no!”  Another man walked by heard him and came over.  “Mac, he said, What’s the matter with you?”  The drunk looked up grabbed the man by the legs and yelled out.  “You got to help me. It’s almost Sunday morning and that darn preacher gone and done got me fenced in the church yard.”

Introduction:  We have been celebrating the newness that we have in Christ Jesus. A newness that is as fresh as my last prayer and more powerful than my greatest sin. It is a very positive thing and yet it is in many Christians life a very rare thing. Do you know why? It is because a new life in Christ does not erase the old life we had in this world.  It gives us a new birth, it gives us a new name, it gives us a new heart but it does not give us new flesh, nor does it blank our minds to the old life we had before Christ came. This problem is seen in many place in scripture such as Galatians and Ephesians Chapter 4, but nowhere is it dealt with in such a unique way as when Jesus dealt with it in Luke 5:36.

I. New Friends Luke 5:29-35
.
A. Jesus meets Matthew’s motley friends.

1. Background:
This parable was given because the Pharisees were criticizing Jesus and his disciples. Look at verse Levi was the other name of Matthew and when he accepted Christ as his savior he threw a party the Greek word means reception and invited all his publican (tax collector) and sinner friends.  In the middle of this “sinners supper” sat Jesus and his disciples.  The Pharisees, who were the moral watchdogs of Jewish society and the self-appointed judges of who was going to be the Messiah, showed up and stood outside of Matthew’s home to check out Jesus and his behavior. They began to murmur this word originally meant the sound made when doves gather together and begin to coo. They whispered and talked and the sound made a noise even in this great reception. Finally, Jesus dealt with them, perhaps to deal with the noise they were making or perhaps when he left the feast, perhaps to try and reach them as he was trying to reach the lost of Matthew’s friends.

2. 
The Pharisees started asking some critical questions not because they wanted an answer but because they wanted to influence and direct Jesus and his disciples.  They asked, “Why do ye eat and drink with publicans and sinners?” Jesus answered them, “They that are well don’t need not a physician; but they that are sick do. I come to call sinners not the righteous to repent.”

3. Then they asked, “Why do John’s disciples fast often, and pray, just like the disciples of the Pharisees; but yours eat and drink and don’t fast?  He then answered, “Can you make the guest at a wedding fast, while the bridegroom is with them? But the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken away from them, and then shall they fast in those days.”

4. Then Jesus explained to the Pharisees and to us why they were having such a hard time with Him and His way of teaching and living. The parable he gives in verse 36 is a sharp reminder of something that is sometimes very difficult for us. We are not only living a new life, we must understand that this new life can’t get along with the old one.  

II. New Ways Luke 5:36-38

A. Jesus’ parable of Old Garment and New Wine 

1. Jesus tells them something they understand 

2. (This is how a parable works. It takes an earthly story and teaches a heavenly truth.)

3. Jesus says you can’t take a piece of new cloth and sew it on an old garment because you would ruin both. 

a) The new cloth would draw up and shrink when it was washed while the old would not. This could tear the cloth and make the original tear even worse. 

b) Jesus is telling them you can’t take what I am giving and use it to try and repair what you have. It can only tear it to pieces. 

4. Then Jesus says, “No man puts new wine into old bottles, because the new wine would burst the bottles and everything both wine and bottles would be lost.”

a) The bottles Jesus is talking about were goatskins.  The goat skin was cleaned and tanned, then the leg tied off and a spout put in the neck forming a bottle.  These were used for transporting wine.

b) If you had to carry new wine, less than 40 days old, you had to use a new wine skin.  The new wine might have some fermentation still going on and a new skin could expand and be fine but an old skin which was already stretched would burst and everything would be lost. 

5. Jesus was trying to tell the Pharisees you can’t take your old ways and make them work with my gift of a new life. 

B. Do we understand this story?

1. If you placed yourself in this story would you be in the feast with a bunch of sinners and government thieves or would you be on the street outside the home whispering about a preacher being in there with all those sinners and all that wine?

2. Jesus didn’t fit in the old perceptions and old ways of the Pharisees.  

a) Our problem is that we too often think he fits in ours. What Jesus truly does in us is shocking, overpowering and unbelievable it is anything but understandable. Yet that is what we often try and make it. 

b) We try to take who Jesus is and what Jesus does and make it fit into our old life and our old way of thinking.  It can’t be done. Just like the old garment and the old wineskins it will tear us up.

c) Many people are living just such lives. They are ruined because they want the power of the new life in the vessel of their old and it can’t be done.  They can only be left empty and broken by the attempt.

3. Quote: The Experience of Useless Garments – Oswald Chambers

a) It is a deep instruction to watch how natural virtues break down. The Holy Spirit does not patch up our natural virtues, for the simple reason that no natural virtue can come anywhere near Jesus Christ’s demands. God does not build up our natural virtues and transfigure them, He totally recreates us on the inside. “And every virtue we possess is His alone.” As we bring every bit of our nature into harmony with the new life which God puts in, what will be exhibited in us will be the virtues that were characteristic of the Lord Jesus, not our natural virtues. The supernatural is made natural. The life that God plants in us develops its own virtues, not the virtues of Adam but of Jesus Christ, and Jesus Christ can never be described in terms of the natural virtues.

C. Illustration: New Kidney in a runaway church member.

1. Recently heard a true story of a pastor who urged his church to help a fellow member who need a kidney.  The church was tested and the pastor was the best match.  He gave his kidney to a dying church member.  What a gift!  You know how grateful that church member is?  A few months later he left the membership and no longer attends.  How could he do such a thing? If you knew the history of that man and that church you would know he was a legalist, a modern day Pharisee.  He has been taking God’s gifts and putting them into his old life for years and then turning on the giver.

2. If you think that is a rare kind of story think again. Many Christians have tried to relate to God through their old way of living only to have their life turn to bitterness. Once that happens it is very easy to spread that bitterness to others in the form of legalism and tradition all the time believing what I’m doing is right.

D. Transition: Why do we do such things? Jesus has the answer in vs. 39

III. New Desire Luke 5:39

A. Jesus says man like the old better.

1. No man having drunk the new wine wants it because the old is better.

a) The new is shocking, its taste is sharp and makes you take notice, but the old is mellow and comfortable.  

b) It is pleasant because it is what we are familiar with, what we’ve come to expect.

2. The Pharisees didn’t want to lose what they were comfortable with.

a) They were the leaders of religion, not Jesus.

b) They didn’t have sinners at their supper tables, just pious, self-righteous saints.

c) There were no surprises or shocks in their way of doing things.  It was what they expected and what they wanted.

B. Are you ready for New Wine?

1. None of us want to be Pharisees, the villains of the New Testament.  

a) They conspired and crucified Christ. Yet I can still act like a Pharisees if I hold on to my old way and reject the new way of Jesus.

b) If I refuse to release the old way of legalism, of pride, of tradition and replace it with the new man of Christ.

c) Scripture: Ephesian 4:17

d) I want to do that why wouldn’t I put on the new man?

2. Because of old shirts, and old pews.

a) You know I have some shirts in my closet that are years old.  They are faded, stained and may have a few holes in them but if it wasn’t for my wife I’d probably wear them in the pulpit. (My tie will cover that salsa stain.) Why would I do that, because they are comfortable, familiar, easy to put on.

b) We are the same way at church.  There is nothing better than coming to church and seeing old friends.  Friends you grown up with, friends you’ve shared sorrow and laughter with.  There is nothing better than coming to where your friends are and sitting in your own favorite pew and enjoying Sunday.  Neither is there anything worse than coming to church and seeing a stranger sitting in your pew.  “Your pew!  Don’t they know anything.  Why don’t they wait until you come in and sit down five minutes late because your talking to your friends in the foyer and then see where the empty pews are.  Lord knows there are plenty of them.”

c) Does this seem exaggerated?  Let me tell you a true story about my first Sunday at Bayshore Baptist Church.  I can tell it now because the person it’s about no longer attends.  We came that Sunday early, since as a candidate for Pastor I wanted to make a good impression. After we had set down an older gentleman, walked up to us and without even introducing himself told us we were sitting in his pew.  I laughed and apologized thinking he was kidding.  He told me it was his pew because he had marked the end of it with his pocket knife. He decided to let us stay there this week but next week, if we came back, not to sit in his pew. That man was comfortable with the old. I believe main reason he and his family left was because they could not deal with the new.

d) What we can joke and laugh about when it comes to old shirts and pews is heartbreaking when it comes to our relationship with Christ and those He would bring into our lives.

3. Christ is always pushing us to new things, always challenging us to new heights, always forcing us to reevaluate everything we thought was right.  That’s Jesus Christ and that’s not easy or comfortable, but if I am to really discover the power of a new life in Christ, I better getting used to “New Wine.”

4. Quote: Continuous Conversion
a) Except ye be converted, and become as little children . . . Matthew 18:3
b) These words of Our Lord are true of our initial conversion, but we have to be continuously converted all the days of our lives, continually to turn to God as children. If we trust to our wits instead of to God, we produce consequences for which God will hold us responsible. Immediately our bodies are brought into new conditions by the providence of God, we have to see our natural life obeys the dictates of the Spirit of God. Because we have done it once is no proof that we shall do it again. The relation of the natural to the spiritual is one of continuous conversion, and it is the one thing we object to. In every setting in which we are put, the Spirit of God remains unchanged and His salvation unaltered but we have to “put on the new man.” God holds us responsible every time we refuse to convert ourselves, our reason for refusing is wilful obstinacy. Our natural life must not rule, God must rule in us.

C. Illustration: Forget about the repairs.

1.    London businessman Lindsay Clegg told the story of a warehouse property he was selling. The building had been empty for months and needed repairs. Vandals had damaged the doors, smashed the windows, and strewn trash around the interior. As he showed a prospective buyer the property, Clegg took pains to say that he would replace the broken windows, bring in a crew to correct any structural damage, and clean out the garbage. "Forget about the repairs," the buyer said. "When I buy this place, I'm going to build something completely different. I don't want the building; I want the site." - Ian L. Wilson, Barrie, Ontario. Leadership, Vol. 4, no. 3.

2. God doesn’t want the old person we were he want ownership of the person he is going to make us into. Are you willing to let that adventure begin?

IV. Conclusion: Saddest thing is that I’m no longer shocked by Christ.

A. I’m not shocked because I’ve made him fit my old way of thinking and doing.

1. He fits in nicely with my traditions and my routines. I’ve made him into a comfortable shirt and sits beside me in my favorite pew and He never surprises me.

2. I don’t know how to tell you this but that’s not Jesus.  That’s a cardboard cut out of Jesus and there is not life, no challenge and utimatley no satisfaction or joy in that kind of relationship.  Yet many are willing to accept it because its what we are used to what we are comfortable with.  Just like the Pharisees.

B. Jesus said, in Matthew 10:34-39 34 

Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. 35 For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law. 36 And a man’s foes shall be they of his own household. 37 He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me. 39 He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.

V. Other Illustrations:

  Openness is essentially the willingness to grow, a distaste for ruts, eagerly standing on tiptoe for a better view of what tomorrow brings. A man once bought a new radio, brought it home, placed it on the refrigerator, plugged it in, turned it to WMS in Nashville (home of the Grand Ol' Opry), and then pulled all the knobs off! He had already tuned in all he ever wanted or expected to hear. Some marriages are "rutted" and rather dreary because either or both partners have yielded to the tyranny of the inevitable: "What has been will still be." Stay open to newness. Stay open to change.   

The Arctic tern is one of the most remarkable birds in the world. It migrates farther than any other bird, traveling late in August from its nesting place within the Arctic Circle to its winter "lodgings" in Antarctica and then back to the Arctic Circle again -- an annual round trip of more than 11,000 miles! These small birds make their long trip on nothing but the urgings and the endurance that God has put within them. The force which drives them also empowers them for their journey.

   Similarly, with the new covenant, a contract between God and man, God promises to place within all believers a new nature which both drives and empowers our lives.

All my fresh springs shall be in Thee. Psalm 87:7 (pbv)
Our Lord never patches up our natural virtues, He remakes the whole man on the inside. “Put on the new man”—see that your natural human life puts on the garb that is in keeping with the new life. The life God plants in us develops its own virtues, not the virtues of Adam but of Jesus Christ. Watch how God will wither up your confidence in natural virtues after sanctification, and in any power you have, until you learn to draw your life from the reservoir of the resurrection life of Jesus. Thank God if you are going through a drying-up experience!
The sign that God is at work in us is that He corrupts confidence in the natural virtues, because they are not promises of what we are going to be, but remnants of what God created man to be. We will cling to the natural virtues, while all the time God is trying to get us into contact with the life of Jesus Christ which can never be described in terms of the natural virtues. It is the saddest thing to see people in the service of God depending on that which the grace of God never gave them, depending on what they have by the accident of heredity. God does not build up our natural virtues and transfigure them, because our natural virtues can never come anywhere near what Jesus Christ wants. No natural love, no natural patience, no natural purity can ever come up to His demands. But as we bring every bit of our bodily life into harmony with the new life which God has put in us, He will exhibit in us the virtues that are characteristic of the Lord Jesus.

And every virtue we possess 
Is His alone.


The Experience of Useless Bottles
Neither do men put new wine into old bottles: else the bottles break, and the wine runneth out, and the bottles perish: but they put new wine into new bottles, and both are preserved. (Matthew 9:17)
The old systems of religion were distinctly ordained of God. All the ordinances to which the Pharisees held had been given by God, but the Pharisees had become second editions of the Almighty, they had usurped the place of God. There is always a danger of Phariseeism cropping up. In our own day its form is evangelical, man becomes a little god over his own crowd doctrinally.
The idea the Pharisees had of the Kingdom of God was that it belonged to certain favourites of God and its laws were to be worked out by the select few. According to Jesus, the Kingdom of God is love. “How sweet and simple,” you say! But where are we going to begin? How are we going to have the love that has no lust in it, no self-interest, no sensitiveness to “pokes,” the love that is not provoked, that thinketh no evil, is always kind? The only way is by having the love of God shed abroad in our hearts until there is not a bit of the old order left.

The love of God in us will produce an amazing sweetness in disposition towards Jesus Christ; but if we try to put that sweetness into the “bottle” we give to some earthly friend, the bottle will break and the wine will be lost. We have to be careless of the expression and heed only the Source. We say—“No, I must pay attention to the outflow, I am going to try and be a blessing there.” We have to pay attention to the Source, Jesus Christ, see that we love Him personally, passionately and devotedly, and He will look after the outflow. Then it is not new wine in old wineskins, it is new wine creating its own wineskin. Is the love that is being exhibited by us the love of God or the love of our own natural hearts? God does not give us power to love as He loves; the love of God, the very nature of God, possesses us, and He loves through us.

How many amateur providences there are! “I must do this and that, and this one must not do this and that,” and God retires and lets us go our own way. When we say—“But it is common sense to do this and that,” we make our common sense almighty God, and God has to retire right out, then after a while He comes back and asks us if we are satisfied. There must not be a bit of that order left. God totally re-creates us on the inside until “all things are of God.” May God enable us to stop trying to help Him, and may we let Him do what He likes with us.

2. The Experience of Useless Garments
No man putteth a piece of new cloth unto an old garment, for that which is put in to fill it up taketh from the garment, and the rent is made worse. (Matthew 9:16)
The way the Holy Spirit corrupts our natural virtue when He comes in is one of the most devastating experiences. He does not build up and transfigure what we possess in the way of virtue and goodness by natural heredity; it is corrupted to death, until we learn that we
 . . . dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly lean on Jesus, name.
It is a deep instruction to watch how natural virtues break down. The Holy Spirit does not patch up our natural virtues, for the simple reason that no natural virtue can come anywhere near Jesus Christ’s demands. God does not build up our natural virtues and transfigure them, He totally recreates us on the inside. “And every virtue we possess is His alone.” As we bring every bit of our nature into harmony with the new life which God puts in, what will be exhibited in us will be the virtues that were characteristic of the Lord Jesus, not our natural virtues. The supernatural is made natural. The life that God plants in us develops its own virtues, not the virtues of Adam but of Jesus Christ, and Jesus Christ can never be described in terms of the natural virtues.
Beware of the hesitation of the natural against being turned into the spiritual—“I do not mind being a saint if I can remain natural and be a saint entirely on my own initiative; if I can instruct God in regard to my temperament, my affinities, and my upbringing.” If we have a religious strut about us, some prejudice, some particular refinement, some possession of natural heredity, it is like putting a piece of new cloth into an old garment. All has to go. “If any man be in Christ . . . , old things are passed away.” The Holy Spirit begins to work in us the manifestation of the new creation (rv mg) until there comes a time when there is not a bit of the old order left. The old solemnity goes, the old attitude to things goes, the old confidence in natural virtues goes, and a totally new life begins to manifest itself, “and all things are of God.” It is time some of us had a new set of clothes! The outstanding characteristic of Our Lord and His disciples is moral originality.

A woman lived next door to a private zoo.
She informed the police that she had a skunk in her cellar.
"Open the cellar door," the officer advised, "make a trail
of bread crumbs from the cellar to the garden.
Then wait for the skunk to follow it outside."

Half an hour later the woman called a second time.
"I did what you said--now I have two skunks in my cellar."

Consider the account of the Salvation Army sending out officers in 1860 to become missonaries in America. Just before departure from England, one of the officers prayed for them saying, "Lord, these leaders are going to America to preach the Gospel. If they are fully given up to Thee, be with them and bless them and grant them success. But if they are not faithful, drown'em, Lord; drown'em."
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�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��36 And he spake also a parable unto them; No man putteth a piece of a new garment upon an old; if otherwise, then both the new maketh a rent, and the piece that was taken out of the new agreeth not with the old.


37 And no man putteth new wine into old bottles; else the new wine will burst the bottles, and be spilled, and the bottles shall perish.


38 But new wine must be put into new bottles; and both are preserved.


39 No man also having drunk old wine straightway desireth new: for he saith, The old is better.
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30 But their scribes and Pharisees murmured against his disciples, saying, Why do ye eat and drink with publicans and sinners?


31 And Jesus answering said unto them, They that are whole need not a physician; but they that are sick.


32 I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.


33 And they said unto him, Why do the disciples of John fast often, and make prayers, and likewise the disciples of the Pharisees; but thine eat and drink?


34 And he said unto them, Can ye make the children of the bridechamber fast, while the bridegroom is with them?


35 But the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken away from them, and then shall they fast in those days.
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�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��17 ¶ This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind,


18 Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart:


19 Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.


20 But ye have not so learned Christ;


21 If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus:


22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts;


23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;


24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.














